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. The purpose of the Act

e purpose of this Act is to ensure the provis
omprehensive crisis centre service for wome
N who are subjected to domestic violence or tl

iolence.

t also confirm that women and man who are v
ing and forced marriage shall have the same
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shall ensure the provision of a crisis centre service that may be us
omestic violence or threats of such violence, and who need counsel
odation.

all provide users with support, guidance and help to contact other parts
nd shall comprise:

re or similar free, year-round, 24-hour, safe, temporary acco
services, and

4-hour telephone help line where persons specified i
d guidance, and

> re-establishment stage; see section 4.
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Is may contact the crisis centre service mentioned in the second p
hout a referral or an appointment.

ipality shall ensure a high-quality service, which includes ensuri
are qualified to meet the special needs of the users.

ation for women and accommodation for men shall be physica

may make regulations regarding requirements for employe
s for the physical protection of premises.




ervices to
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pality shall ensure that the service is adapted as far a
eeds of individual users.

icipality shall ensure that children are provided with adequa
ed to their special needs, and shall also ensure that the right
ther legislation are fulfilled.

icipality shall ensure that accommodation and daytime servi
ess to a qualified translator if this is necessary in order to er
2jve adequate services.

pality shall ensure that procedures are established for
ocurement and payment of translator services.
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icipality shall ensure that women, men and children w

domestic violence or threats of such violence are provic

ive follow-up by coordinating the assistance provided b
ice with assistance provided by other parts of the public s
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. Duty of confidentiality

6. Disclosure of information to the child welfare service

sons who perform a service or work under this Act shall, in the perfor
oe alert to circumstances that may lead to action by the child welfare se

on 7. Police certificate

erson who is employed by or is assigned responsibilities that entail cor
Sis centre or similar accommodation or daytime services shall presen

ality shall establish an internal control system to ensure t
onstituting the crisis centre service perform their functi
id down by statute or regulation. The municipza




Legal rights and help for those who are subjected to criminal acts in Norway

If you have been subjected to criminal acts in the form of physical and/or psychological violence, sexual abuse,
farced marriage, female genital mutilation or human trafficking, you are legally entitled to help and protection.

This brachure provides you with information about what you are entitled to and where you can go for help,

" NoBobY KNow§ WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MY HoUSE.

I’'M THE oNLY oNE wHo (AN FEeL MY PAIN”

(quotation from a Mazocruz woman from Puno, Peru)

This brachure has been supported by funding from the Ministry of Justice and the Palice 2008




@) VioLeN(E

1.1 You will have been subjected to a criminal act if someone: of the physical or psychological injuries you sustain as a result of
such behaviour.

hits, kicks, tries to strangle you or injures you with a knife or

any nthe_r tj,rp-e of abject . ) Such acts are crimes, even if the person concemed is:
causes injury to you, e.g. serious cuts, bruises or broken

bones . Lo .
forces you fo e in sexual acts against your wil Lnrlljfrn zllj_lr;ent ar previous husband or live-in partner/boyfriend;

threatens you by saying that yvou will be killed or seriously

iqjured as rnent_iuned Ei:nmre ] _ _ ﬁﬂ: gﬁﬁ?‘i’ stepparents

EVes you away In marriage against your will (forced marriage) someone in your household, i.e. someone you live with and
subjects you to human trafficking (you can read more about with whom you share your hruusemm

human trafficking under ltem 1.2)

subjects you to female genital mutilation

physically prevents your freedom of movement, e.g. locks

you up

Such acts are also crimes if those responsible were under the
influence of alcohol or drugs at the time of committing the act.

A criminal act has also been committed if your children are 1.2 When are you a victim of human t King?

subjected to violence or sexual abuse. If someone engages in the following by resorting to violence,
threats, exploitation of a vulnerable situation or inappropriate

Long-term terrorisation and abuse are also crimes, regardless behaviour:




G) SERITY ALARMS

If you are subjected to threats or violence, the police may provide you with a free securty alarm. These alarms are connected directly
to the police emergency centre 50 that you can make direct contact with the police if a threatening situation occurs.

5.1 How can | obtain a security alarm?

You do not need to report a criminal offence, but either you or
someone acting on your behalf will need to apply for a security

alarm. The police will help you to do this.

(6)RESTRAINING ORDERS

6.1 What is a restraining order

A restraining order means that whoever it has been impased on
will not be permitted to stay in a particular place, visit or in any
other way contact you. This could, for example, occur in the form
of phone calls, e-mails, letters or text messages. Restraining
orders are imposed in order to prevent you from being subjected
to threats or violence.

If there is a high risk of a criminal offence being committed

against you, the person concerned may be banned from staying in

your joint home

5.2 How long can | keep my security alarm for?

If you are allocated a security alarm, you will be able to keep it
for three months. The police will then decide if you can keep it for
longer by undertaking an assessment of your safety situation.

6.2 Who decides if a restraining order can be imposed on
someone?

The prosecuting authorities (the police) decide whether or not a
restraining order should be imposad on whoever is threatening
you with violence. Such a restraining order will subsequently be
examined by the court. Both you and the person against whom
the order has been imposed will be summoned to appear at a
court hearing, atthough in your capacity as the victim you will not
be obliged to attend. You do not need to report a crime in order to
have a restraining order imposed. A restraining order may mean
that you will feel safer and could thus make it easier for you to
report your circumstances.




1. of January 2006, domestic violence is ¢
nce in Norway. Violent attacks in the private
e under the provisions of the Penal Code artic

1988, unconditional prosecution was introduced
f domestic violence. A criminal case may be broug
efore the court, even if the woman withdraws the

as been ruled that the provision regarding free

abused women, includes women subjected tc

2nce from spouses and cohabitants, as well
utes and pimps.




and sexually abused women are protected aga
from the abuser. In an amendment, January 1 19
al Procedure Act (§ 222a), a person can be prohibited
g a specific area, following, visiting or otherwise conte
er person ( restraining order ). This can be done if there
ic reason to believe that the person will commit a crimi
st or otherwise violate the other person’s right to be left

dure Act on visiting another person is violated, the perst
g the ban, if certain conditions are met, is arrested a
led in custody.




iminal Procedure Act ( § 22a Chapter 17 a rega

on visits etc” was changed and revised in 2002 a
10 January 2003, changes in the rules regulating &
s took effect. The changes are meant inter alia to p

er protection for persons exposed to violence from
eir own household.

on 222 of the Norwegian Criminal Procedure
des clear legal authority for prohibiting a p
t to such a ban from staying in his own h




person who by threats, duress, deprivation of libe
other wrong grossly or repeatedly maltreats

is or her former or present spouse,
is or her former or present spouse’s kin in direct line o
his or her kin in direct line of ascent,
any person in his or her household, or
any person in his or her care
be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three

maltreatment is gross or the aggrieved person dies or
arable harm to body or health as a result of the treat
hall be imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
whether the maltreatment is gross, particular img
ached to whether it has endured for a long ti
circumstances as are referred to in sectio




s in Norway
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ional Plan of Action to combat domestic
ational Plan of Action against forced marriage

ational Plan of Action against trafficking

tional Plan of Action against female genita
ation




ional Action Plan in Norway,

1

al Action Plan to combat rape,

per on domestic violence,
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ytional Action Plan as a tool to combat domestic

he Norwegian experience

ganizational framework for the work of combatir
mestic violence in Norway
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onal Action Plan as a tool to combat dc
ance

| Translate political will into practical and
appropriate action.

1 As a tool to put domestic violence on the

1 As a tool to coordinate the governments ¢
to combat domestic violence

Make the agency/ministry/service whic
esponsible to carry out each measure

ake a system of the efforts to comk

ol to generate funding
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stablish an interdepartmental group to coordinate
plement the activities from the action plan

stablish a coordinating position in one of the invo

blish routines for reporting on activities to r
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al framework for the work of combating domestic violen

responsibility for coordinating the Government'’s efforts to
estic violence lies with the Ministry of Justice and the Police,
ordinating position was established in the ministry in 2000.

ymestic violence cannot be combated with the use of criminal pc
struments alone. An effective fight against violence requires clo
operation with other central government authorities with respo
health, social welfare and gender equality issues. To meet the
rdination at central government level, a cross-ministerial wo
been set up. This group consists of representatives of the
h, Social Affairs, Children and Family Affairs, and Justice &
As well as ensuring the implementation of action plans
p proposals for future efforts to combat domestic vio
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